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VILLAGE OF GROSSE POINTE SHORES, A MICHIGAN CITY 
MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL 

TUESDAY, JUNE 21, 2022 – 7:00 P.M. 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL 

 
 

1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER - The monthly meeting of the City Council of the Village of 
Grosse Pointe Shores, a Michigan City was held on Tuesday, June 21, 2022, at the 
Municipal Building.  The meeting was called to order at 7:00pm by Mayor Kedzierski. 

 
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 
3. ROLL CALL – Clerk Bruce R. Nichols 

 
Present: Mayor Thaddeus Kedzierski, Robert H. Barrette, John Dakmak, Danielle 

Gehlert, Donn Schroder, John T. Seago  
 
Absent:  Sandra Cavataio (Excused on Motion of Schroder/Barrette 6-0) 
 
Also present:  City Clerk Bruce Nichols 
   Finance Officer/Treasurer Candice Giles 
   City Manager Stephen Poloni 
   City Attorney Brian Renaud 
   Public Works Director Mike Way 
   Public Safety Director Ken Werenski 
 

4. SETTING OF THE AGENDA – No Changes 
 

5. APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF THE MAY 17, 2022 REGULAR MEETING 
 
On motion by Council Member Schroder, seconded by Council Member Barrette, and 
carried unanimously, it was resolved that the minutes were approved. 
 

6. RECEIVE AND FILE VARIOUS BOARDS, COMMITTEES & COMMISSIONS MINUTES 
 
 On motion by Council Member Dakmak, seconded by Council Member Gehlert, and 
carried unanimously, it was resolved that the minutes were received and filed. 

 
7. PUBLIC COMMENT ON AGENDA ITEMS - None 

 
8. GP PUBLIC LIBRARY BOARD REPRESENTATIVE - Prudence Cole gave a presentation 

about improved library services, the organization’s financial position, new library catalogs, 
adult services, youth programs, capital improvement projects at the various library 
branches, the availability of downloaded e-books, and on-demand movies from Hoopla and 
Kanopy. 
 

At 7:25 PM, Mayor Kedzierski called for a roll call vote (unanimous 6-0) to adjourn the City 
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Council meeting and reconvene as the Zoning Board of Appeals. 
 
 

9. PUBLIC HEARING – 888 Lake Shore Rd., City Council sitting as the Zoning Board of 
Appeals 
 
The petitioner applied for permission to construct a 15’ by 20’ greenhouse in the rear yard 
of the parcel which requires two (2) variances. 
 
Planning Commission Chair Mary Matuja reported on the findings of the meeting of the 
Planning Commission regarding the petitioner’s request to allow the construction of fourth 
structure on the parcel.  Based on their findings, the Planning Commission, consistent with 
the municipal planning consultant Carlisle Wortman, recommended that the petitioner’s 
request be denied based on the request of a 4th structure. 
 
Resident Richard Russell expressed opposition to the request. 
 
The petitioner did not appear.  No representative of the petitioner appeared.  Mayor 
Kedzierski summarized the report of planning consultant Carlisle Wortman and the findings 
of the Zoning Board of Appeals that would be necessary to grant the petitioner’s request. 
 
The Mayor summarized that proposed assessor building exceeded the square footage and 
maximum height allowed for an accessory building, and that the proposed accessory 
building would be the second detached accessory building on the parcel.  In order to 
approve the petition, the Zoning Board of Appeals we need to find practical difficulty exists 
for the property owner, and that strict enforcement of the requirements would unreasonably 
deprive the owner of rights enjoyed by all other property owners, the requested variance 
would not cause an adverse impact on the surrounding property, nor materially impair the 
intent and purpose of the zoning ordinance, the conditions were unique to the property and 
not similarly applicable to other properties in the same district, the conditions and 
circumstances unique to the property were not created by the owner, the requested 
variance will not confer special privileges to the property owner, the requested variance is 
the minimum variance necessary to do substantial justice to the petitioner, and the 
requested variance will not be contrary to the spirit or intent of the zoning ordinance. 
 
On motion by Council Member Schroder, seconded by Council Member Barrette, and 
carried unanimously (6-0), it was resolved that the petitioners request for the accessory 
building variance be DENIED as the petitioner had not shown any practical difficulty to be 
exist, and the conditions and circumstances surrounding the parcel did not appear unique, 
a special privilege would be conferred to the petitioner while being denied other properties 
in the same district, and that a special privilege would be conferred on the petitioner as the 
city records do not show that similar variances have been granted, and that the granting of 
this variance does not maintain the spirit in tenths of the ordinance.  As part of the motion, 
Council Member Schroder stated that the May 13, 2022, Accessory Building Variances 
Review of Carlisle Wortman be incorporated into his motion and attached thereto.  
  

10. PUBLIC HEARING –67 Putnam, City Council Sitting as the Zoning Board of Appeals 
 
The petitioner is applied to extend a 6-foot-tall wood screen fence along the interior side of 
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his property line.  A variance is required to install a 6-foot-tall fence and that the applicable 
zoning ordinance requires a fence not be greater than 4 feet in height. 
 
Planning commission Chair Mary Matuja reported the Planning Commission recommended 
approval of the petition.  Our planning consultant Carlisle Wortman also recommended 
approval of the variance for the fence.   
 
Petitioner Robert Schrage explained the fence extension became necessary when a line 
of vegetation was removed.  There is no objection from any parties or neighbors. 
 
On motion by Council Member Gehlert, seconded by Council Member Seago, and carried 
unanimously (6-0), it was resolved that the petition to extend the 6-foot-tall wood screen 
fence along the interior property line was APPROVED.  The motion included the findings 
that a practical difficulty exists and that the cedar trees which were removed because of 
overgrowth resulted in a lack of privacy that the tree line provided, the adjoining neighbor 
favors the heightened fenced for privacy purposes, there would be no adverse impact on 
the surrounding property and that the overgrown trees which were removed and no longer 
served the initial intent of the ordinance, which was specific as to privacy regarding these 
two parcels.  It was also noted that comparable variances have been granted within the 
district, and that the grant was the minimum to provide comparable privacy for both 
neighbors with the granting of the variance maintained the spirit or intent of the zoning 
ordinance. As part of the motion, Council Member Schroder stated that the May 13, 2022 
Fence Variance Review of Carlisle Wortman be incorporated into his motion and attached 
thereto.   
 
At 6:44pm the Council reconvened after adjourning to act as the Zoning Board of Appeal.  
A roll call was made with Mayor Thaddeus Kedzierski, Robert H. Barrette, John Dakmak, 
Danielle Gehlert, Donn Schroder, John T. Seago present.  Sandra Cavataio was absent 
having been excused earlier in the meeting. 
 

11.  PUBLIC HEARING – FISCAL YEAR 2022/2023 BUDGET, TAX RATE, WATER RATE 
 

A. Adoption of Fiscal Year 2022/2023 Budget - Finance Officer/Treasurer Candice Giles 
presented a financial analysis to City Council of the tax revenue derived from $325 
million worth of taxable real property in the Village of Grosse Pointe Shores.  Utilizing 
the gross revenues derived from the property taxes, and the projected expenses going 
forward into the next year, Finance Officer/Treasurer Candice Giles presented the 
proposed Fiscal Year 2022/2023 Budget and requested adoption of the proposed 
budget.  She then responded to questions from Council Members regarding specific 
items in the budget.  The Finance Committee and staff also recommended approval of 
the proposed budget on a fund and activity basis for the fiscal year 2022/2023 
specifically, the General Fund at the functional level and all other funds at the 
expenditure level. 
 
On motion by Council Member Barrette, seconded by Council Member Schroder, and 
carried unanimously (6-0), it was resolved that the proposed budget for the fiscal year 
2022/2023 was adopted as recommended by Finance Officer/Treasurer Candice 
Giles, the Finance Committee, and staff. 
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B. 2022 Proposed Tax Rate  
 
Finance Officer/Treasurer Candice Giles, the Finance Committee and staff 
recommended the 2022 tax rate to be levied July 1, 2022. 
 
On motion by Council Member Barrette, seconded by Council Member Gelhert, and 
carried  5-1, with Council Member Seago opposing the motion, it was resolved that the 
2022 tax rate for the Village of Grosse Pointe Shores to be levied July 1, 2022 is as 
follows: 
 
General Operations  13.8040 
Refuse      2.3334 
Pension      1.2857 
Debt Service     1.2800 
 Total Tax Rate  18.7031 
 

C. 2022 Proposed Water Rate  
 
To continue to provide the same level of service to residents and fund anticipated 
capital improvements, a water and sewer rate increase was recommended by the 
Finance Committee and staff.  The proposed increase includes a pass-through of 3.7% 
increase from as part of the capital Improvement Bond for Lake Shore and Oxford 
Road.  The revised rates are used as the basis for budgeted expenditures. 
 
On motion by Council Member Barrette, seconded by Council Member Dakmak, and 
carried unanimously (6-0), it was resolved that the water and sewer rates for the 2022 
and 2023 fiscal year were approved as follows: 
 

Readiness to serve  79.49 
Debt service   25.91 
Water       6.5 
Sewer    10.04  

 
12. REPORTS BY CHAIRPERSONS OF BOARDS, COMMITTEES AND COMMISSIONS                                                                                                                           

 
A. Budget and Finance – Finance Officer/Treasurer Candice Giles 

 
1. Approval of Bills - On motion by Council Member Barrette, seconded by Council 

Member Dakmak, seconded by Council Member Gehlert, and carried unanimously 
(6-0), it was resolved that the bills were approved for payment. 
 

2. Review of Financial Statements - Finance Officer/Treasurer Candice Giles 
presented the Financial Statements for review by Council. 

 
3. Finance Committee Chairman Report.  Chair Sandra Cavataio was absent 

(excused) and City Manager Poloni reported the next meeting of the Finance 
Committee is scheduled for June 14, 2022. 

 
B. Public Safety – Chief Kenneth Werenski reported on the elimination of the midnight 
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civilian shift at the station house.  His department is ready for the July 4th celebration 
at Osius Park.  Fireworks display permits have been granted for the Ford House and 
Osius Park for the 4th of July weekend.  Grosse Pointe Mutual Aid will be utilized for 
additional public safety officer backup.  Public Safety Officer John Jebrael is retiring 
after 32 years of service.  The new irrigation ordinance is proceeding in the 
educational warning stage.  A new scout car will be arriving under very favorable 
purchase terms and an advantageous trade-in from Bob Maxey Ford.  The arrival of 
the fire department mini pumper has been scheduled for September.  The issue of 
bicycle safety in roadways was discussed.  A phone will be installed in the municipal 
lobby which will provide an immediate direct line to the public safety dispatch during 
midnight hours. 

 
C. Public Works – Director Mike Way set forth a project list for Osius Park, which was 

underway.  The items on the list included repairs to the lakefront outlooks, and the 
removal of a large willow tree that was damaged by a windstorm.  Pine trees in the 
community are under attack by a parasite.  The recent 2-inch rainfall that occurred on 
June 6, 2022 was not problematic.  A power failure in the north end of the community 
gave an opportunity for the new generator on the storm water pump to perform 
flawlessly.  Director Way joined the Wayne County Federal Aid Steering Committee; 
and he also became a member of the Great Lakes Water Authority Charges 
Methodology Committee to review water charges to the various communities in 
GLWA. 

           
D. Parks Committee – Council Liaison Donn Schroder 

 
Park Director Jen Serra updated Council on summer activities underway at the park.  
The pool is active despite lifeguard shortages.  The municipal Facebook site has been 
useful for noticing pool and Park events.  The hours and closing procedures of the pool 
and Park were described.  She thanked Public Works Director Mike Way and his staff 
for keeping the park running in such an efficient manner. 
 
Council Liaison Donn Schroder reported the Parks Committee met on June 14 and 
discussed the 4th of July event.  The Grosse Pointe Shores Improvement Foundation is 
providing funds for repair of the lakefront overlooks.  The goose deterrent has been 
applied to the park turf.  Further improvements to the park are being formulated for 
presentation to the Grosse Pointe Shores Foundation.   
 
Mayor Kedzierski had comments regarding the tennis tournament, and the swim team 
meets with 87 Sharks participating in the swimming program 

 
E. Harbor Committee – Council Liaison John Seago reported that the new Grosse Pointe 

Yacht Club swing bridge was operational.  The next meeting of the committee is set for 
September 13, 2022. 

 
F. Infrastructure Report – Council Liaison Robert Barrette Informed Council that the 

Oxford road improvement project was underway with Lake Shore improvements 
starting in the very near future.  Wayne County will begin some minor repairs along the 
shoreline sometime this summer. 
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G. GPSIF – Council Liaison Danielle Gehlert reported the Grosse Pointe Shores 
Improvement Foundation approved a payment in the amount of $4000 for a new 
record board for the pool.  The next meeting of the foundation is scheduled for July 11, 
2022. 

 
H. Communications Committee – Council Liaison Danielle Gehlert reported, in spite of 

the lack of budget funding for the committee, the Facebook page will be kept updated, 
a replacement webmaster is being sought, and that fee advertisements may be used 
to generate the approximate $8,000 to $10,000 cost of the annual municipal calendar. 

 
I. Legal Report – City Attorney Brian Renaud reported on having been engaged in the 

following activities on behalf of the city since the last Council meeting of May 17, 2022; 
 

Analyzed the draft of a fence ordinance Amendment and consulted with the city 
administration regarding same, analyzed a swimming pool setback ordinance and 
reviewed with the city administration, review of a developer plan regarding a swimming 
pool ordinance amendment, revised draft of a water service lead replacement 
agreement for lead or metal water lines, consultations regarding member attendance 
and advisory committee meetings, review of a property owner request for concrete 
replacement in connection with Crestwood Road water main repairs, consultation 
regarding Oxford Road driveway reconstruction issues, review of two variance packets 
that were the topic of this evening’s Zoning Board of Appeals and consultation 
regarding various procedural administrative matters in the city. 

 
J. Manager’s Report – City Manager Steve Poloni stated in the Oxford Road water main 

installation has been completed.  The sanitary sewer excavations are underway on 
Oxford Road.  The Hawthorne Road sewer project will start soon.  He attended a 
meeting with the Michigan Coastal Management Program in an attempt to obtain 
grants for “soft” seawall construction.  An agreement was signed with Wayne County 
to begin immediate emergency repaving.  Negotiations with the Great Lakes Water 
Authority begin on June 22nd.   On July 22 the city will recognize Fragile X Day.  
 

 
13. OLD BUSINESS - Council Member Schroder requested that the ethics ordinance and 

Ethics Policy have a one-year review scheduled as an agenda item for Council’s July 
meeting. 

 
14. NEW BUSINESS - None 

  
15. PUBLIC COMMENT ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS - None 

 
16. COUNCIL MEMBERS’ COMMENTS 

 
Council Member Seago, and Dakmak urged residents to attend the July 4 celebration.   
 
Council Member Schroder encouraged attendance by residents at upcoming City 
Council meetings. 
 

17. MAYOR’S COMMENTS – Mayor Kedzierski commented on the death of our esteemed 
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former Council Member Kay Felt.  The Sharks swim team has reached exceptionally high 
levels of participation.  The Mayor encouraged participation and attendance at the July 
4th event. 
 

18. NOTE DATES OF FUTURE CITY COUNCIL MEETINGS (Tues, 7/19/22-7pm & Tues, 
8/16/22 -7pm) 

 
19. NOTE DATES OF FUTURE TOWN HALL MEETINGS - (Sat, 9/17/22 10am) 

 
20.  ADJOURNMENT 

 
On motion by Council Member Seago, seconded by Council Member Barrette, and 
carried unanimously, the meeting was adjourned at 8:57 PM. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Bruce R.  Nichols 
City Clerk 
 

 
  

 
 
 
 


